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Sam Wireman assumed Scott Chabot’s role for today’s meeting, and  
began the meeting promptly at 12:15 p.m. Barbara Owens led us in the 
Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of the national anthem. Louise 

Rallis led us in “The Four-Way Test,” and Sarah Lee provided the benediction. 

Rotarians were treated to a tasty meal of chicken marsala, mixed vegetables, 
Caesar salad, and once again, everyone’s favorite – oven-roasted potatoes. 
Vanilla ice cream topped off the meal. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Sam reminded Rotarians of the upcoming 5k, shared with us that he and Scott 
would be attending PETS training this weekend (not last weekend as previously 
noted). They will provide an update on how smart they have now become on all 
things Rotary at our next meeting.  

Sam also noted that Rachel Brattain will be inducted at next week’s meeting. 

GUESTS 
Larry Neal introduced our guests: speaker Jack James, Program Director for 
the Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic Development, the 
aforementioned Rachel Brattain, and her friend and fellow Bubba’s colleague 
Lauren (no last name provided). As is our custom, we sang a rousing rendition 
of “We are Glad to See you Here at Rotary” to welcome them to the meeting. 



FLOWERS, SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
Kathleen Best handled flowers, guests and visitor’s duties again this week. Don Carnaghi (birthday), and 
Mike O’Connor (partner birthday) were both recognized. As they were absent, their flowers were added to 
the rest, and sold quite efficiently: to Tina from Gary Felts, to Jack James from Louise to Eric Pierson, 
from Glenn Burton, to guests Rachel and Lauren from Ted DeVantier, to Bob Cannon from Sarah, from 
Sam to Kathleen, and to Sam from Larry. 

MUSIC 
Next, Sarah led us in song with “When You’re Smiling” and “Roll Rotary.” On the latter song, Sarah noted we 
should change the final verse from “Help all men” to “Help us all,” possibly in response to National Women’s 
Day having occurred a day prior to the meeting (more to come on this in a minute.) 

GOOD WILL & SUNSHINE & MORE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Eric transitioned us into Good Will & Sunshine reports, of which there were none. A few announcements 
followed.  Kathleen went into a bit more detail about the 5k scheduled for May 20. Cost of participation will 
be $35. She petitioned for sponsors, and two Rotarians stepped up to the plate. Eric mentioned he would be 
purchasing a sponsorship.  

Julie Miller pledged Bravo Programs 
of America would also purchase a 
sponsorship to reflect their gratitude 
for the club’s selection of Bravo as a 
fundraiser beneficiary.  Julie made an 
impassioned plea for club members to 
extend their support by attending the 
June 2 fundraiser featuring a great 
meal at Zuccaro’s (another club 
member) followed by a concert by 
Alexander Zonjic (who performed at 
our club’s Christmas dinner a few 
years back.) 

RECOGNITION 
Julie had not quite returned to her seat when Eric segued into recognition and 
called her to remain standing. Eric praised her for her eloquent announcement 
and her attempt to disguise her announcement of Bravo Programs of America 
June 2 fundraiser as an announcement about Rotary. For this forbidden 
announcement Julie was slapped with the full $5 fine.  

Sarah was fined $5 for her outburst in the buffet line (she didn’t realize that the line had stopped, with Eric 
at the head, because the main entrée had yet to be served).  

Ted and Bob were fined $2 each for being late to the meeting. Ed Mastry was fined $2 for having the 
misfortune of having his car’s key fob lost by the folks installing new tires on his car, and Gary was fined $2 
because he didn’t realize someone had turned off his electric keyboard, thus causing a delay in our singing.  

Finally, Eric had the audacity that only a recognition pro would have – he fined all club women a dollar in 
honor (or lack thereof) of National Women’s Day. 



SPEAKER/PROGRAM 

Jack James, introduced capably by Sam, took the 
floor and enlightened us about the work of his 
Macomb County Department of Planning & 
Economic Development team. Although small in 

number (four full time staff members), this group is 
mighty in results. He first showed key numbers that 
explain why Macomb County is a thriving place to live and 
work – over 350k households, almost $70k average 
household income, almost $240k average home value, 
and over 22k new housing permits since 2010.  

The reasons Macomb County is the third highest growth 
county in Michigan include 215 parks covering 17,500 
acres of recreational land, six public beaches with 32 
miles of shoreline, and over 30 golf courses. Additionally, 
Macomb County has 157 miles of interconnected trails, 
including the 24-mile-long Macomb Orchard trail. 

Jack then moved on to overview some of the expansion, attraction and retention projects he and 
his team has successfully navigated over the last five years. In total, $3.9 billion dollars has been 
invested into Macomb County from outside companies. These investments led to 10k jobs being 
retained and 12k new jobs created. One example he gave was of the Niagara Bottling LLC project. 
This company invested $140M up front with a potential of up to $250 million additional investment 
and 62 new jobs. A total of $785k in incentives were offered to Niagara to secure this business, 
which located in Shelby Township. An example of a retention project was with Magna Powertrain, 
where $5.7 million in incentives returned $96.2 million of business retention and led to 159 new 
jobs. Finally, Jack explained how his team helped distribute grants worth over $79 million to 
businesses throughout Macomb County. 

50-50 
In a bit of serendipity, Sarah (not Eric) got the last laugh regarding National Women’s Day, and had 
the winning 50/50 ticket. She walked out with $35. 

From a friend of  Glenn Burton’s who was in Winslow AZ … 








