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Scott Chabot began the meeting promptly at 12:15 p.m. Melissa 
Morabito led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of the 
national anthem. Amanda Oparka led us in “The Four-Way Test,” 

and Sarah Lee provided the benediction. 

Rotarians were treated to a tasty meal of chicken in a lemon sauce, green 
beans, salad, and everyone’s favorite – oven roasted potatoes. Chocolate 
chip cookies were available for dessert. 

President Scott reminded Rotarians of the upcoming 5k, shared with us that 
he and Sam Wireman would be attending PETS training this weekend, 
and let us know of discussions underway to erect a Peace Pole at Rotary 
Park this spring. 

Larry Neal introduced our guests: speaker Micki Weiss from the Mount 
Clemens DDA, and Heather Gibbs representing McLaren 

Kathleen Best reviewed two weeks’ worth of birthdays and anniversaries. 
Member birthdays included Scott Chabot, Chuck Dibb, and Jeri Hunley. 
Partner birthdays included Julie Huttenlocher’s partner James, Tom 
Davies’ partner Janice, and Gloria Murray’s partner James. Club 
anniversaries included Mary Spaulding (35), Robert Lee (31), and Eric 
Pierson (15). Finally, a 25th wedding anniversary was celebrated by Mary 
(James) Spaulding. Kathleen was so effective at selling the remaining 
flowers that I was unable to capture all of the names, but they included our 
guests and the always present and pleasant Tina.



Sarah Lee was responsible for the song selection. She led us in a 
rousing version of “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” in honor of our 
Detroit Tigers and the start of spring training. This was followed by 
the always popular “All Hail to Rotary.” 

Tom Davies moved us into Good Will & Sunshine reports, which 
there were none. A few announcements followed.  

Sam went into a bit more detail about the 5k scheduled for 
May 20. Cost of participation will be $25. The run/walk will 
start at the Rec Bowl. Proceeds will help fund our Guatemala 
water project. Kathleen Best briefly mentioned the trip she 
and Stephanie Mirabile took to Guatemala, with the 
promise to share more details and pictures when they 
present later in March. 

Tom then moved on to 
everyone’s favorite 
meeting activity – 
recognition. Eric was 
dinged for $3 for going 
back for multiple 
helpings of food. Gary 
Felts was fined for the 
pained look he had on 
his face during the 
playing of the national 
anthem. It was 
decreed that Kathleen’s 
Guatemala 
announcement took 
way too much time. Her fine was $3. Ken Steele, Melissa 
and Amanda were all nicked for $3 for in-meeting phone 
activity. Doug Norris paid $3 for being designated the 

“sweetest” person at the meeting (thanks to his fiancé).  



At this point Scott introduced our speaker Micki Weiss from the 
Mount Clemens DDA. Micki shared an amazing story of the 
progress being made within Mount Clemens. With an approved 

strategic plan and supporting budget, many projects are progressing.  

Phase 4 of the Art Space has been kicked off. This will include living 
spaces, art studies, restaurants and retail spaces. Art Space will be built 
using some of the parking space next to the Anton Art Center. Partial 
funding comes from a $750k congressional grant. Groundbreaking will 
take place late 2024.  

The redevelopment of the Cherry Street Mall has moved into the engineering phase, thanks in part to 
a $813k grant from the state. Other projects include a redo of Macomb Place, a grant to build out 79 
North Main Street, and construction of Edison Crossing, which will provide affordable living within 
walking distance to downtown. 

12 new businesses have come into the downtown area in the last two years, and several new ones 
are on their way this year. These include Cherry Street Gallery, a new donut shop, an exotic plant 
shop, an escape room, and Hawaii Bubble Tea. Finally, Micki noted significant upgrades to the Parks 
and Rec programming and efforts to expand scope of lighting up downtown for Christmas. 

Eric had the winning 50/50 ticket and walked out with $40. 

 

Click on the link to register: https://
registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm. and 
select the "Guest Tab.” Rotary President Jennifer 

Jones will be attending. Look for more information 
the registration website and pre-conference 

activities. If anyone is interested in helping out at 
the conference, please contact Jane McManus at 

(jmcmanus@rd6380.org)

https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77582171&NoCaptcha&fbclid=IwAR0ZF4vFUNZRjRu8wfZx0FZhQJI8RmZJAzLtGOwCq5fQXpFoz-MF_ljnCwA
https://registrations.dacdb.com/Register/index.cfm?EventID=77582171&NoCaptcha&fbclid=IwAR0ZF4vFUNZRjRu8wfZx0FZhQJI8RmZJAzLtGOwCq5fQXpFoz-MF_ljnCwA
mailto:jmcmanus@rd6380.org


Rotary Club Founded – story in stamps…
From Martin Brown, Sterling Heights Rotary Club

On February 23, 1905, the Rotary Club was founded in Chicago, Illinois.

The Rotary Club was founded at the request of attorney Paul P. Harris.  He 
invited two business acquaintances – coal merchant Silvester Schiele and 
tailor Hiram E. Shorey to meet him in the office of Gustave Loehr, a 
mining engineer and freemason.

The four men met in Loehr’s office in Chicago’s Unity Building on 
February 23, 1905, and established the Rotary Club.  The name was 
selected because they initially 

rotated where they held their weekly meetings between each of the men’s offices.  
However, in less than a year the Chicago club was the largest and it was decided 
that the meetings should be held in the same place every week.

In the coming years, new Rotary Clubs were organized in San Francisco, Oakland, 
Seattle, and Los Angeles.  In 1910, the National Association of Rotary Clubs was 
formed.  And later that year, the first Rotary Club in Canada was established in 
Winnipeg, marking the start of the club’s international reach.  Then in 1911, a 
Rotary Club was established in Dublin, Ireland, the first Rotary Club outside of 
North America.  To reflect the organization’s growth, it was called the 
International Association of Rotary Clubs starting in 1912.  By the 1920s, there 
were Rotary Clubs in England, Cuba, the Philippines, and India.  The name was 
changed once again in 1922 to Rotary International.

During World War II, several Rotary Clubs in Europe were disbanded, but they 
would be reorganized after the war.  Rotary International worked closely with the 
United Nations from its founding in 1945 and continues today.  In the 1980s, 
Rotary established its PolioPlus program to ensure all children around the world 
were immunized against polio.  By 2011, they contributed over $900 million to the 
cause, providing immunizations to 2.5 billion children around the world.

Today, Rotary International has 
over 1.2 million members in over 
35,000 clubs in 200 countries.  The 
stated purpose of the organization 
is to bring business and professional 
leaders together to set high ethical 
business standards, perform service 
to society, and improve peace and 
goodwill worldwide.  Clubs typically 
meet weekly at breakfast, lunch, or 
dinners that blend social events 
with activity planning.  

The two main mottos of Rotary 
International are “Service above Self” and “One profits most who serves 
best.”

Several notable people have been members of the Rotary, including Neil Armstrong, William Jennings Bryan, Richard E. 
Byrd, Winston Churchill, Gerald Ford, Warren G. Harding, Duke Kahanamoku, John F. Kennedy, Dr. Charles H. Mayo, 
James Whitcomb Riley, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, and Orville Wright.

US #1066 was issued on the Rotary 
Club’s 50th anniversary.

US #1066 – Classic First Day 
Cover

US #1066 – Fleetwood First 
Day Cover

Algeria #264 was issued for the 
Rotary’s 50th anniversary

Congo #522 was issued for 
Rotary’s 75th anniversary
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