
Rotary Club of Mount Clemens ~ The Spokesperson ~ January 5, 2023
Minutes by Eric Pierson ~ Photos by Valerie Miller       

Rotary Club 2992 of District 
6380 of Rotary International 

Meetings: 12:15 p.m. 
Thursdays 

 Italian American Cultural 
Society & Banquet Center 
43843 Romeo Plank Road, 
Clinton Township MI 48038 

2022-2023 
President 

Scott Chabot 
Secretary 

Stephanie Mirabile 
Treasurer 

Jessica Johnson 
President Elect 
Sam Wireman 

President Nominee 
Kathleen Best 

Director at Large 
Kim Jarvis 

Director at Large 
Tom Welsh  

Director at Large 
Doug Norris  

Director at Large 
Christine LaTour 

Past President - Jeff Furest 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Recognition - Ryan Murphy 

Bulletin - Larry Neal 
Music - Amanda Oparka 

Guests & Visitors -  
Kathleen Best 

Invocation - Sarah Lee 
Anniversaries/Birthdays - 

Louise Rallis 
Meeting Photos -  

Valerie Miller 
Website - Jeff Furest 

Social Media -  
Kathleen Best 

Club Administration -  
Sam Wireman 

Service Projects -  
Christine LaTour 

Membership - Kim Jarvis

The meeting began at 12:16 p.m. and was led by our President Scott Chabot. Sam 
Wireman led us in The Pledge of Allegiance followed by the national anthem. 
Bob Lee then led us through “The Four-Way Test” and his sister Sarah Lee said a 

prayer. 

Then we were ready for lunch; however, lunch was not quite ready for us. Our fearless 
leader Scott was not shaken though as he immediately asked if there was any 
announcement, good will or sunshine reports. 

Valerie Miller let us know that Karan Bates-Gasior was on her way out of town to be 
with her son who was in a terrible car accident. Please keep Karan and her family in 
your prayers. 

As we were about to announce guests, it was then brought to our attention that lunch 
was now ready. It was a good one. There was a pasta that seemed as if it was topped 
with cream of broccoli soup. This may not sound so special, but trust me, it was 
delicious. I had two half plates of it. Then there was the green beans with which we 
are all too familiar. Finally there was a thin piece of chicken that was topped by basil?, 
tomato and covered with melted mozzarella. There was a name for this, but I failed to 
write it down. Salad and cupcakes completed the meal. 

Following lunch, we got back to business and the guests were introduced. Guests can 
be a challenge for the person announcing the names as they are not always written so 
well on the sheet, they are also a challenge for the person writing this bulletin. 

GUESTS 

Probably the toughest meeting is when we 
hand out our gifts to the beneficiaries from 
our fundraiser. And wouldn’t you know it. 
This was my duty today. 

So with all that said, our guests were as 
follows: 
 ●Denise Figurski with Turning Point 
 ●Elizabeth Wilson with Turning Point 
 ●Barb Dempsey representing   
 Crocker House 
 ●Katie Annette with Crocker House 

●Rachel Brattain, a potential new 
member  
●Jerilyn and Jerome Hunley (Jeri’s parents with 
Single Family Living) 

There were more, but they did not sign in on the list and I failed to get their names.



FLOWERS 

Tom Welsh handled flower duty. 

Ryan Murphy and myself received flowers for 
our wedding anniversaries and Stephanie 
Mirabile received one for her 6th club 
anniversary. The rest of the flowers went up 

for sale. Gary bought one for 
Tina. Ken Steele bought one 
for the guest at his table. 
Sam bought one each for the 
two lady guests at his table. 
Louise Rallis bought one for 
Valerie Miller. 

MUSIC 

Ted DeVantier led us in song. We started with 
a festive “Auld Lang Syne” and finished with a 
raucous “Roll Rotary.”  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

There were no announcements, or if there 
were, I didn’t write them down.   

 

RECOGNITION 

Recognition was done by Ryan Murphy who 
immediately sacked the Michigan grads and 
fans for their team’s underwhelming 
performance in the Fiesta Bowl. I was fined $5 
for . . .well . . . just being me. 😊  

Packers fans were then asked to stand up to be 
brutalized before their big game against the 
Lions this Sunday night. Tom Welsh 
enthusiastically jumped up with a big smile on 
his face and Kathleen Best slowly and quietly 
arose. It was disclosed that Tom is a 
shareholder for the Packers and spent many 
years in Wisconsin. Since he is one of those 
wealthy NFL owners he was fined $3; whereas, 
Kathleen, being just a normal fan was only 
fined $2.  

Sam Wireman was fined for something, but I 
think I was still busy lobbying for a higher fine 
on Tom Welsh, so I missed the reason. Jeri 
Hunley was fined $2 for running out of the 
meeting to take a phone call. Next Kathleen 
Best and Valerie Miller were each fined $3 for 
their shiny, sparkling boots. Next up was 
vacation fines. Of course, Stephanie Mirabile 
went on vacation and was fined $2 for her 
cruise. Dave Gerlach was fined $2 for a trip to 
Montreal. This was it, or at least as much as I 
recorded.



CHECK PRESENTATIONS 
Scott Chabot led our presentation by bringing up Valerie Miller  

to hand out checks to the beneficiaries of our fundraiser.  

• First up was Bravo being represented by our own Julie Miller; Ellen Lysik was not able to make 
it. 

• Turning Point followed represented by Denise Figurski. 

• Crocker House was next represented by Barb Dempsey and Katie Annette. 

• Louise Rallis accepted a check for McLaren Macomb. 

• Jeri Hunley accepted a check for Single Family Living. 

• Barb Owens accepted a check for the Salvation Army. 

• Jennifer Hill accepted a check for the Clinton River Water Council. 

• Finally, there was a check for Life Builders; however no one was present to accept. 

Each speaker said a few things about their respective charities within the two-minute window 
granted them by Valerie Miller. I did not write all this down, because I think you know what they all 
do. You may also wonder how much was given to each charity. Join the crowd. It was not revealed 
at the meeting. 

Finally, Valerie Miller drew her own ticket for a monster 50/50 jackpot of like, $50. At least a 
Packers fan didn’t win. 😊


